


Silver Stream Railway Incorporated
• Formed in 1956 as a group of people interested in railways.

• Became an Incorporated Society in 1967 when focus turned to preserving 
the rapidly changing railway scene at that time.

• First locomotive (Ka935) purchased in February 1968 from New Zealand 
Railways for $1200.

• Search for a permanent home settled on ‘a mile of abandoned railway’ 
near Silverstream in Upper Hutt.



The railway to Silverstream opened in December 1875 

with Upper Hutt reached on the 1st of February 1876.

Silverstream Spur



• After years of negotiations with the Department of Lands and Survey 
an agreement was reached which allowed occupation of the site from 
1974 with the sale concluded in 1978 for the former railway corridor.

• Other parcels of land have been added to the property over the years 
with total freehold land now totalling over 9 hectares.



• The first public rides were 
offered in December 1978 
using a small diesel shunter 
and open wagon.

• Very conservative estimates 
put the number of passengers 
carried at well over 200,000 
since 1978.



• The railway now boasts one of the most comprehensive collections of 
equipment in New Zealand, ranging in age from an 1874 steam 
locomotive to a 1998 built Ballast Regulator. 



• The railway has contributed 
to the local environment in a 
positive sense in a number of 
ways

• Facilitated the Hulls Creek 
restoration project in 
conjunction with F&B and 
GWRC

• In recent years has invested 
over $30,000 in removing 
pine trees from the site

• Planting of areas not required 
for future railway or building 
construction with over 1000 
native trees and shrubs 
planted in the last few years.



Protection of the Silverstream Spur
• Preservation of the Silverstream Spur in its current undeveloped state 

is vital for Silver Stream Railways future viability and continued 
operation.



• The spur forms an important backdrop to both the railway and also the 
southern entrance to the city and has been recognised as such for many 
years. Having houses and/or a road and associated infrastructure on the 
Spur would significantly detract from these amenities from both the 
railways viewpoint and that of the community the land was purchased for.



Land stability problems
• Spur faces predominantly clay 

and highly weathered 
greywacke giving stability 
issues.

• Vegetation cover assists with 
mitigating risks from slipping, 
but where this has been 
cleared (tree removal or fire) 
the risks markedly increase. 

• With the good cover of 
vegetation currently on the 
spur slips are less of a problem 
they have been in the past.

• Any work on the spur will have 
an adverse effect on the steep 
cut faces above the railway.



Stormwater
• Despite there being a number of 

water courses that meet the 
GWRC definition of a stream, they 
have been omitted from any map, 
plan or assessment of the spur.

• Boffa Miskell Ecological report 
states that “no permeant aquatic 
systems and no habitat for fish” 
on the spur land.

• Several of these streams are 
home to native freshwater 
crayfish



• Any development on the spur will 
have a impact on flow rates of these 
streams and ephemeral 
watercourses, either by increased 
run off from roofs, driveways etc, or 
from removed vegetation.

• These increased peak flow rates will 
overwhelm the infrastructure causing 
damage to the railway facility even 
with “storm water neutrality” 
incorporated into any design. 



Silver Stream Railway’s 
Vision for the Spur.
• The land remains in full 

Council ownership 

• The land zoning is changed to 
‘Natural Open Space’ and is 
designated a reserve so it is 
protected from development 
for now and into the future, 
we do not want to be 
repeating this exercise in 
years to come!

• A group of interested party’s 
come together to help 
continue the evolution of the 
Spur into the green corridor 
that it was intended to be.



And most importantly retain the spur as the Gateway to Upper Hutt





• For more information visit the Silverstream Spur page on our website:

www.silverstreamrailway.org.nz/Silverstream-spur


